
From: Min(Veterans)-Private Office (MULTIUSER)  
Sent: 25 November 2009 18:43 
To: Air-CmdSec SO (Colby, Robert Mr); Min(Veterans)-Private Office (MULTIUSER); DMC-News SO2 RAF (Green, Al 
Sqn Ldr) 
Cc: Air-CinC PSO (Smith, Hugh Wg Cdr); Air-DCinC Ops PSO (Holmes, Jez Sqn Ldr); 1GP-AOC PSO (Cornish, Matt Sqn 
Ldr); 2GP-AOC PSO (Tomlin, Neil Sqn Ldr); Air-CmdSec (Mantell, Carl Mr); Air CmdSecCS-DCmdSec CS (Kennedy, 
Martin Mr); Air CmdSecCS-M&C DACOS (Tolfts, Ian Gp Capt); Air CmdSecCS-RAFBusSec7 (Webb, Paul Mr); Air 
CmdSecCS-RAFBusSec Hd (Martin, Garret Mr); Min(DES)-Private Office (MULTIUSER); CAS-PS (Toogood, Nick B2); 
ACAS-PSO (Shea-Simonds, Patrick Wg Cdr); Min(AF)-PS (Lim, Hannah B2); SofS-Private Office (MULTIUSER); 
Min(IDS)-Private Office (MULTIUSER); PUS-Private Office (MULTIUSER); VCDS-2nd PUS Group Mailbox (MULTIUSER); 
CDI-EA(Keane, Maureen D); DE-CE; DMC-News SO1 RAF (Parry, Julie Wg Cdr) 
Subject: 20091125_MOD Policy Concerning UFO Reports-CNM 127 09-APS/Min(Vets) MST4.6.7.2_U 
 
MST4.6.7.2 
 
25/11/2009 
 
Thank you for your submission of 11 Nov 2009.  Min(Vets) has noted: 

a.     In more than fifty years no UFO sighting reported to the Department has 
indicated the existence of any military threat to the UK;  

b.     There is no Defence benefit in Air Command Secretariat recording, collating, 
analysing or investigating UFO sightings; 

c.     The level of resources devoted to this task is increasing in response to a 
recent upsurge in reported sightings, diverting staff from more valuable Defence-
related activities; 

d.     The release of exisiting UFO files to the National Archive is nearing 
completion; 

 
and agreed: 

e.     The closure of the “UFO Hotline” answerphone service and associated e-
mail address from 30 November 2009; 

f.      That reported sightings received from other sources should be answered by 
a standard letter and, on the advice of Corporate Memory and The National 
Archive, should be retained for 30 days and then destroyed, largely removing any 
future FOI liability and negating the need to release future files post 30 November 
2009; 
 
g. That all UFO files dated up until 30 November 2009 should be released to 

the National Archive one year from the date of closure. 
 
Action: 
Minister expects there to be a degree of media coverage and would be grateful if you could 
prepare a defensive news brief with DMC.  This should include an indication of how much 
maintaining the current saving would cost including staff costs.   
Many thanks 
 
Margret   
 
Margaret Tomlin 



Assistant Private Secretary to the  
Minister for Veterans and Under-Secretary of State for Defence 
  
Desk 05.B.09  
Tel: +44 (0) 207 218 2394 
Internal: 9621 82394 
Email: minVeterans-privateoffice@mod.uk 
  
N.B. Please note that all formal submissions to this office should be directed to the ‘MinVeterans-Private Office’ 
account, rather than to personal accounts.  The same principle applies to all other Ministers’ offices.  Please also 
ensure that e-mails containing submissions are entitled with the approved Head Office naming convention. This will 
enable us better to fulfil the Department’s responsibilities on establishing a robust audit trail in the post-Streamlining 
environment. 

 
From: Air-CmdSec SO (Colby, Robert Mr)  
Sent: 11 November 2009 16:37 
To: Min(Veterans)-Private Office (MULTIUSER) 
Cc: Air-CinC PSO (Smith, Hugh Wg Cdr); Air-DCinC Ops PSO (Holmes, Jez Sqn Ldr); 1GP-AOC PSO (Cornish, Matt Sqn 
Ldr); 2GP-AOC PSO (Tomlin, Neil Sqn Ldr); Air-CmdSec (Mantell, Carl Mr); Air CmdSecCS-DCmdSec CS (Kennedy, 
Martin Mr); Air CmdSecCS-M&C DACOS (Tolfts, Ian Gp Capt); Air CmdSecCS-RAFBusSec7 (Webb, Paul Mr); Air 
CmdSecCS-RAFBusSec Hd (Martin, Garret Mr); Min(DES)-Private Office (MULTIUSER); CAS-PS (Toogood, Nick B2); 
ACAS-PSO (Shea-Simonds, Patrick Wg Cdr); Min(AF)-PS (Pusey, Caroline B2); SofS-Private Office (MULTIUSER); 
Min(IDS)-Private Office (MULTIUSER); PUS-Private Office (MULTIUSER); VCDS-2nd PUS Group Mailbox (MULTIUSER); 
CDI-EA(Keane, Maureen D); DE-CE; DMC-News SO1 RAF (Parry, Julie Wg Cdr) 
Subject: 20091111-MinSub-MOD Policy Concerning UFO Reports-CNM 127 09-U 
 
Please see the attached from Cmd Sec AIR. 
 
Regards. 
 

Robert Colby  
 
Robert Colby, 
Staff Officer to Cmd Sec, 
Spitfire, Room 3S11, 
Mil Tel: 95221 6198 
Civ Tel: 01494 496198 
Mil Fax: 95221 7112 
Civ Fax: 01494 497112 
Role E-mail Address: Air-CmdSecSO@mod.uk 
External/Personal E-mail Address: Robert.Colby165@mod.uk 
 
This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to 
whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient or there are problems please notify the sender and then 
delete the e-mail (and file(s) if attached) from your system. 
Recipients should note that e-mail traffic on MOD systems is subject to monitoring, recording and auditing to secure 
the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. 
The MOD has taken steps to keep this e-mail and any attachments free from viruses. However it accepts no liability for 
any loss or damage howsoever caused as a result of any virus being passed on. It is the responsibility of the recipient 
to perform all necessary checks. 
The statements expressed in this e-mail are personal and do not necessarily reflect the opinions or policies of the 
department. 
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